MACRO THEORIES OF AMERICAN POLITICS

Political Science 904

Byron E. Shafer, Fall Semester, 2016

SOCIAL STRUCTURE

Social Class

September 9, Jeff Manza & Clem Brooks, SOCIAL CLEAVAGES AND POLITICAL CHANGE: Voter Alignments and U.S. Party Coalitions (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999).

Class, Race, Religion, and Sex

September 16, Byron E. Shafer and Richard H. Spady, THE AMERICAN POLITICAL LANDSCAPE (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2014). 

POLICY SUBSTANCE

Ideologies

September 23, John Gerring, PARTY IDEOLOGIES IN AMERICA, 1828-1996 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1998).

September 30, Classroom Talk from Michael Wagner, UW-Madison, “Beyond the Left-Right Divide: Conditional Polarization and the Future of American Politics”

Issues

October 7, William J.M. Claggett and Byron E. Shafer, THE AMERICAN PUBLIC MIND: The Issue Structure of Mass Politics in the Postwar United States (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2010).

INTERMEDIARY ORGANIZATIONS

Political Parties

October 14, James L. Sundquist, DYNAMICS OF THE PARTY SYSTEM: Alignment and Realignment of Political Parties in the United States, rev.ed. (Washington, DC: Brookings Institution, 1983).

Organized Factions

October 21, Daniel DiSalvo, ENGINES OF CHANGE: Party Factions in American Politics, 1868-2010 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2012).

October 28, Classroom Talk from Daniel DiSalvo, City College of New York, “Party Factions, Organized Interests, and Political Change”.

POLITICAL CULTURE

American Exceptionalism

November 4, Samuel P. Huntington, AMERICAN POLITICS: The Promise of Disharmony (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1981).

Cultural Backgrounds

November 11, Geoffrey Layman, THE GREAT DIVIDE: Religious and Cultural Conflict in American Party Politics (New York: Columbia University Press, 2001).

PUNCTUATIONS

War
November 18, Robert Saldin, WAR, THE STATE, AND POLITICS SINCE 1898 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2010).

OVERVIEW
December 2, Byron E. Shafer, THE AMERICAN POLITICAL PATTERN: Stability and Change, 1932-2016 (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2016).

December 9, Symposium on the 2016 Election, Elections Research Center, UW-Madison.  
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